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“Bringing out the Best in BC?”
Not for child care!

Finance Minister Collins’ budget continues to ignore the child care crisis in BC
and the needs of the majority of BC's children.

The throne speech promised to build a strong economy and give children the
advantages of quality early learning.

BUT the 2004/05 budget continues to ignore the fact that to have healthy communities
and a healthy economy, BC'’s families must be able to access affordable, high quality,
publicly funded child care.

The provincial government reported in glowing terms that their policies and
budgets are “bringing out the best in BC”.

BUT when you look at the budget, the most glaring fact is that over the last three
years, a total of $843 million has been cut from the three Ministries with
responsibilities for child care, children, women, and families — the Ministry of Community
Aboriginal and Women’s Services (MCAWS), the Ministry of Human Resources, and the
Ministry of Children and Family Development.

The throne speech promised all children would have opportunities to “experience
the excitement of learning” and “to be the best that they can be”.

BUT overall spending in MCAWS, the ministry with primary responsibility for child care,
will decrease in 2004/05 and child care spending in BC for the next three years is
primarily dependent on the $70 million federal dollars promised through the Multilateral
Framework on Early Learning and Child Care. While these new federal dollars are
intended to supplement provincial spending and improve access to quality child care
programs for children from birth to six years, BC plans to continue using the federal
dollars to partially replace substantial reductions to the overall provincial child care
budget.

The BC Government tells us that they have “increased choice in child care
options”.

BUT for the last three years families and child care advocates have been telling the
government that with reduced provincial spending, quality child care is not affordable
for most parents. In fact, the restructuring and policy changes have further destabilized



licensed child care. While quality care may still be available for some families who can
afford to pay high user fees, BC’s cross ministerial budget cuts continue to affect
the most vulnerable of our society -- young children, low and middle income earning
families, and child care workers. For the majority of families, especially those who have
children with special needs and parents with infants and toddlers, accessing licensed
child care is a dream, not a reality! And the urgency of the crisis was reinforced in the
Vanier Institute of the Family (2003) report “The Current State of Canadian Family
Finances” which documents that a record number of Canada’s parents are in the labour
market - 82% of two adult families and 83% of single mothers.

The throne speech promised to “continue to improve services for children,
women and families”.

BUT with significantly reduced provincial spending on child care, money is spread too
thinly to accomplish this goal. The sad reality is that while research highlights that
quality, licensed child care benefits young children and their families, BC’s budget
means that our province continues to fall farther and farther behind in terms of
sustaining the delivery of quality child care services and ensuring retention of
highly qualified and adequately paid providers.

The throne speech called for more consultation across the province. BUT BC’s
children (from birth to twelve years of age) and their families can’t wait. We have
already said it, again and again — our children and families need access to a
publicly funded, comprehensive, high quality child care system.

-30 -

To arrange an interview please call Sharon Gregson 604-291-5725



